
 

One word you don't much hear around LAUSD these days is "surplus".  Yet if 
we recognize that surpluses do not always involve money, its use makes per-
fect sense.  The downsizing of the District -- largely due to the budget shortfall -- will mean 

that, of necessity, there will be available computers, furniture, and other materials.  While there is no question 
that many of the cutbacks will hurt our students, the situation does offer a chance to address the shortage of 
resources, which is a chronic problem.  I would argue strongly that the District must move quickly to match vari-

ous items with the schools and programs that need them the most.  Next week, I will introduce a 
resolution that asks the Board to direct the Superintendent to gather this information and de-
velop a system for delivering the materials to designated schools prior to the opening of the 
2009-2010 academic year.  As we continue to deal with an historic budget crisis, it's important 
not to miss any opportunities that might arise along the way.   -Tamar 

Tamar Proudly Represents the Communities of Canoga Park, Chatsworth, Encino, Granada Hills, Lake Balboa, North Hills, North Hollywood, Northridge, 
Porter Ranch, Reseda, Sherman Oaks, Studio City, Tarzana, Toluca Lake, Valley Glen, Valley Village, Van Nuys, West Hills, Winnetka, & Woodland Hills. 
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Budget Deficit = Materials Surplus 

At the most recent meeting of Tamar’s Governance Com-
mittee, Matt Hill, Administrative Officer for the Superin-
tendent, discussed the Per-Pupil Funding Pilot that will be 
implemented at 33 schools in the fall.  One of the primary 
goals of per-pupil funding is to give schools greater discre-
tion over their own budgets.  Currently, schools receive 
most resources in the form of staff positions based on Dis-
trict-determined formulas (e.g.,. elementary schools be-
tween 500-999 receive 3 clerks).  The 09-10 Per-Pupil 
Funding Model will afford schools unrestricted resources 
in the form of dollars—with the exception of enrollment-
generated teaching and counseling positions—to 

spend according to their school-determined needs.  The 
meeting also included a presentation by Chris Espinoza, 
Director of Capital Projects at the City of Los Angeles, on 
some of the current partnerships, many dealing with joint-
use facilities, between the City and LAUSD, and ideas for 
increasing these opportunities in other areas such as en-
ergy, infrastructure, and area planning.   

Voting for TamarÕs Student Video Contest Clos es on Sunday, June 7th, at midnight!   
View & vote for your favorite videos at: http://galatzan.laschoolboard.org  

Wow!  Already, over 18,100 people have cast their vote! 

Governance Committee Discusses 
Per-Pupil Funding, 

City Partnership 



Toast to the Class! 
With the amount of new construction 
taking place in the District, the next 
several years will feature a spate of 
"first-ever" graduating classes.  Joining 
their ranks in 2009 are 21 LAUSD em-
ployees who recently received a Mas-
ters in Public Administration degree 
from Cal State Northridge.  The two-
year program required the students to 
attend class one night per 
week, from 6 p.m. to 
9:45, at the District 

building on Shatto Place.  Andrea Canty, an IT Trainer II who has been 
with LAUSD for 23 years, said that the program "equipped me with a lot 
of skills for being a good manager".  "I gained a better understanding of 
how policies are formulated, how employees are hired."  Canty said the 
team of adjunct professors included one who served as a city manager 
and another who is a head of human resources.  "They shared with us 
their day-to-day experiences," she noted.  For Canty, receiving the degree 
brought not only a sense of academic fulfillment, but also pride at having 
kept her focus while so much else was going on in her life.  "It takes a lot of com-
mitment," she said, "being a wife, a mother, an employee, and going to school."   

On an overcast morning on 
Memorial Day, the ShapeUp 
Mentor Program gathered 

over 50 students and mentors at the LA Live center in down-
town for the LA MarathonÕs Student 5K.  Shortly before the 
race commenced, Carole Donahue, director of the mentoring 
program, fired up the Birmingham, Canoga, and Belmont stu-
dents through cheers, pic-
tures, and by videotaping 
their impressions of the 
morning.  TamarÕs staff rep-
resentative, Pamela Burga, 
joined the mentees who ran 
with nearly 2,000 partici-
pants for 3.2 miles.  Bir-
mingham Junior Nicholas 
Marquez placed an impres-
sive 8th place in the entire 
race.  After everyone fin-
ished the event, the ShapeUp 
Mentor participants cele-
brated the dayÕs victory, as 
well as their programÕs cul-
mination, at the ESPN Zone 
over (healthy) treats and ar-
cade games.   

Valley Students Run Memorial Day 5K 

Karla Gould, Superintendent 
Cortines and Andrea Canty. 



Stuff the Bus, 
2009  

A portion of a wall in Tamar's District Office is cur-
rently occupied by boxes filled with educational ma-
terials that will soon be distributed to schools in the 
Canoga Park area.  It's all part of Stuff the Bus, a 
program started in 2008 by California United Bank, 
which involved collecting 
and then donating such 
items as pens, pencils, 
papers, computers and a 
copier to Canoga Park 
High School.  Last week, 
Tamar joined Councilman 
Dennis Zine and repre-
sentatives from the bank 
at a CPHS ceremony to 
formally recognize the 
2009 program, which will 
be distributing materials to the high school and ele-
mentary and middle schools in the surrounding 
area.  Along with allowing her office to be used as a 
warehouse, Tamar procured a $100 gift card from 

W a l -
Mart to 
purchase 
a d d i -
t i o n a l 
mat er i -
als.   
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With Tamar and her sons in attendance, Chatsworth 
defeated Cleveland 9-0 last weekend to capture the 
City Section championship at Dodger Stadium.  The 

2009 title is 
the eighth 
Chatsworth 
has won un-
der Coach 
Tom Meus-
born, who 
was profiled 
in an earlier 
Gazette for 
h a v i n g 
achieved his 
500th victory 
with the 

Chancellors.  The four teams that competed for the 
crown this year -- 
C h a t s w o r t h , 
Cleveland, El 
Camino, and 
Granada Hills -- 
are all located in 
Tamar's dis-
trict.  Congratula-
tions all of our 
scholar-athletes! 
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We welcome your feedback and story ideas!   
Email:  Denise.Campos@lausd.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(213) 241-6386 
(818) 654-3785 

 

Tom Waldman, Chief of Staff  
Thomas.Waldman@lausd.net 
 

Denise Campos 
Director of Community Affairs 
Denise.Campos@lausd.net 
 

Pamela Burga, Director of Policy 
Pamela.Burga@lausd.net 
 

Tana Ball, District Director 
Tana.Ball@lausd.net  
 

Ani Okkasian, Field Deputy 
Ani.Okkasian@lausd.net 
 

Yolanda Pujol, Admini strative Assistant 
Yolanda.Pujol@lausd.net  
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Whether she was getting a present from 
Santa (in Miracle on 34th Street), bat-
ting her eyelashes at James Dean in Re-
bel Without a Cause, or cha chaÕing her 
way through West Side Story, Natalie 
Wood was a bonafied star.  After a long 
successful 
acting ca-
reer, this 
Van Nuys 

High School alumna drowned 
near Catalina Island, California in 
late 1981. Her final film, Brain-
storm (1983), was released post-
humously. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LA Youth Council City-Wide Youth Meeting 
Saturday, June 20 from 9:30am-12pm 
City Hall, 200 N Spring St, LA 90012 

Bringing together youth from all over the City of LA to dis-
cuss issues and concerns they are facing in their commu-
nities.  They will be telling the Mayor what the needs are.   
-Identify Critical Issues 
-Develop Solutions 
-Create a Plan for Action 
For more info and to register: Elisa Lam (213) 978-1893 
or email ccyf.layouth@lacity.org  
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 -Green Your School Contest, Deadline: October 9.    
Awards up to $5K to high schools designing projects to im-
prove, restore, beautify, or conserve their school environ-
ment. Info and ap: www.thesca.org/green-your-school  
-National Gardening Association Healthy Sprouts, Deadline: 
October 17.  Gardening supplies and resources including 
$200 -$500 gift certificate.  Info and ap: 
www.kidsgardening.com/healthysprouts.asp  
-National Gardening Association Youth Garden Program, 
Deadline: November 2. Teaching materials and merchandise 
credits up to $1K to school and community organization gar-
dening programs for children. Info and ap: 
www.kidsgardening.com/YGG.asp  

Attention Science Teachers  
The Infrastructure Academy is currently seeking high 
school science teachers to apply for its 2009 Fellow-
ship.  The Infrastructure Academy will support Fellows 
with professional development, curriculum, and tech-
nology to help prepare students for the green econ-
omy.  Visit www.infrastructureacademy.org for info.  


