
 

I only wish t he cynics, naysayers, and unr epen t an t  pes-
si mists r egar ding LAUSD could have been wi t h m e at  
t he en d o f  last  w eek.  On Fr i day, t hey w ould have seen 
several hundr ed par en ts at  Balboa ParkÑ r epr esen t ing 

at  least  a dozen schoolsÑ uni t ed in t heir desir e t o have a gr eat er i m pact  
on decisions involving t heir  chil dr en's educat ion.  The Lem onade Ini t iat ive 
rally was no t hing less t han a det er mined ef f or t  by t hese par en ts 
t o pr operly inser t  t hemselves in t o discussions about  t he f u t ur e o f  LAUSD 
schools.  They ar e t i r ed o f  being shun t ed t o t he si de w hile unions, t he Dis-
t r ict , and t he Boar d decide w hat 's r igh t  f or t heir ki ds.  The next  m or ning, 
so m e 60 par en ts an d pr incipals gat her ed in a war m school audi t or iu m on 
a beaut i f ul Sat ur day t o ponder t he t r oubling condi t i ons o f  non-Ti t le I schools and o f f er i deas f or i m pr ove-
m ent .  Par t ici pan ts exi t ed t he f our-hour m eet ing wi t h t he sense t hat  t hey have a st ory t o t ell, a m essage t o 
convey, an d m ost  i m por t an t ly, a gr o wing audience w ho r ecognizes t he unique needs o f  t he schools t heir chil-
dr en at t end .  Ther e is no bet t er way f or t his school dist r ict  t o dem onst rat e i ts co m mi t m en t  t o t he ki ds t han by 
cr eat ing a space w her e par en ts can play a pivo t al r ole in t he educat ional pr ocess.  I cer t ainly expect  a st r ong 
ef f or t  w ill be made by t hese par en ts, am ong o t hers, seeking t o change t his Dist r ict  f or t he bet t er .         -Ta m ar  

Tamar Proudly Represents the Communities of Canoga Park, Chatsworth, Encino, Granada Hills, Lake Balboa, North Hills, North Hol lywood, Northridge, 
Porter Ranch, Reseda, Sherman Oaks, Studio City, Tarzana, Toluca Lake, Valley Glen, Valley Village, Van Nuys, West Hills, Winne tka, & Woodland Hills. 
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Mother & Father Know Best! 

 

At  a f ew minut es af t er 10 a. m . 
t his past  Fr i day, t he concluding 
no t es o f  "Revolu t ion" by t he 
Beat les signaled t he beginning 
o f  t he Lem onade Ini t iat ive Rally 
at  Balboa Park. Dozens o f  m o ms 
and a sizeable nu m ber o f  dads, 
many car rying signs such as 
"LAUSD Sham e on You, Use t he 
St i m u l u s  M o n e y  N o w , " 
"Don' t  Raise Class Size" and t he 
blun t  "Bu m ping Righ ts Suck" gat her ed near 
t he soccer f ields t o hear Tamar , Sandra Tsing 
Loh, and o t her speakers ur ge t he Dist r ict  t o 
al l o w  a g r eat er  r o l e f o r  p ar en t s 
in char t ing t he f u t ur e o f  LAUSD schools.  As 
one o f  t he or ganizers st at ed:  "The par en ts o f  
LAUSD will no longer si t  st ill w hile our school 
syst em disin t egrat es."  Af t er t he speeches 
had f inished , many o f  t he at t endees 
marched nor t h on Balb oa Boulevar d t o t he 
Local Dist r ict  One o f f ice, w her e t hey had an 

i m pr o m p t u discussion wi t h LD 1 Superin t enden t  Jean Br o w n.  The m ood o f  t he par t ici-
pan ts was det er mined and op t i mist ic.  They have no t  given up on LAUSD, and t hey will 
con t inue t o f igh t  t o ensur e t hat  LAUSD does no t  give up on t hem .  Mo r e in f o a t  w w w .le m o n a d ein i t ia t iv e.co m   

Lem onade Ini t iat ive rally or ganizers Susan 
Kovinsky and Elisa Taub wi t h Tamar .   



Ov e r 60 par en ts, t eachers, and pr inci-
pals gat her ed at  Balboa Magnet  Ele-
m ent ary School last  Sat ur day m or ning 
t o par t ici pat e in Tam arÕs f i rst  ever Non-
Ti t le I School Conf er ence.  For t i f ied by 
co f f ee, slices o f  t he f am ous Dist r ict  co f -
f ee cak e,  an d a sense o f  p u r -
pose, at t endees par t ici pat ed in lively 
discussions about  t he legislat ive hist ory 

o f  Ti t le One; t he best  m et hod 
f or raising m oney t o make up f or f unding shor t -
f alls; and ho w t o gain wider r ecogni t ion f or t he 
pligh t  o f  t hese schools.  Follo wing a shor t  vi deo 
su m marizing t he incep t ion o f  Ti t le I f unding, 
LAUSD Legislat ive Advocat e Peggy Bar ber pr o-
vided gr eat er det ail about  f ederal, st at e, and 
dist r ict  f unding policies.  In t he f ollo wing pr es-
en t at ion , Shar on Levy f r o m Balboa and Mark 
Johnst on f r o m Car pen t er Elem ent ary School dis-
cussed t heir successf ul st rat egies in f undraising 
and managing st af f  posi t i ons f unded t hr ough 
PTA donat ions.  The m or ning cul minat ed in a 

pr esen t at i on on co m m unicat ion 
st r at egi es b y 
TamarÕs Chief  o f  
S t a f f ,  T o m 
Wald man, w ho 
t al k ed  ab o u t  
ho w non-Ti t le I 
sc h o o l s c a n 
shape t heir m es-
sage t o cap t ur e 
t he at t en t i on o f  
t he m edia and 
elect ed o f f icials. 

Af t er hear ing f r o m Tamar , t he VICA Educat ion Co m mi t t ee vo t ed unani m ously 
last  w eek t o sup por t  t he Can t er/Galat zan r esolu t ion calli ng on Sacram ent o t o 
inst i t u t e radical changes in t he syst em f or get t ing r i d o f  un f i t  t eachers.  Dur-
i ng her r emarks, Tamar descr i bed t he "long, t or t ur ed pr ocess" t hat  t he Dist r ict  
m ust  cur r en t ly f ollo w t o per manent ly r em ove t eachers w ho ar e ei t her inco m-
pet en t  or accused o f  var ious o f f enses, i ncluding sexual misconduct .  Though 
co m mi t t ee m em bers indicat ed t hey had r ead all or par t  o f  t he r ecen t  Los An-
geles Tim es ser ies on t his issue, t hey never t heless expr essed incr eduli t y t hat  
t hese t eachers con t inue t o be paid t heir f ull salar ies w hile awai t ing a f inal de-
cision on t heir st at usÑ w hich can t ake f ive or m or e years.  Tamar no t ed t hat  
t he pr ocess is damaging t o t he m orale o f  o t her t eachers on cam pus, w ho ar e 
just  as det er mined as par en ts and ad minist rat ors t o see just ice 
served .  Though Tamar's ap pearance bef or e t he co m mi t t ee was billed as an 
in f or mat ion session, she did poin t  ou t  t hat  "no one f r o m t he business co m-
m uni t y has w eighed in on t his issue."  A f ew minut es lat er , t he co m mi t t ee cast  
i ts vo t e.  The r esolu t ion is scheduled t o be vo t ed on by t he f ull boar d May 26.   

Mark Johnst on 
(Car pen t er ES), 
Shar on Levy 
(Balboa Magnet  
ES), & St eve 
Tho ma (Woo dlake 
ES), discussed suc-
cessf ul st rat egies 
in f undraising and 
managing st af f  
posi t ions f unded 
t hr ough PTA do-
nat ions.   

Top:  Er ic Colon 
& Jenni f er 
Miranda at -
t ended on be-
hal f  o f  Wood-
lake ES par en ts. 
   
Righ t : 
Car pen t er ES 
Par en ts, (L-R), 
Rut h Good-
man, Jon 
Scheide, an d 
Cindy Abrams.   

Tamar discusses her t eacher quali t y 
r esolu t ion at  t his m ont hÕs m eet ing 
o f  t he VICA Educat ion Co m mi t t ee.  
Seat ed t o her r igh t  is Michael 
Olenick, Co-Chair o f  t he Co m mi t t ee.   

Sa t u r da yÕs  
Co n f e r e nce 
w as t h e f i rs t  
s t e p f o r n o n-
Ti t le I Sch o ols 
t o g e t  t h eir  
m essa g e 
h ea r d. 

VICA Ed uca t io n Co m mi t t e e Su p p o r ts Ca n t e r /Gala t za n Resolu t io n o n Teach e r Quali t y  

Tamar and par en ts discuss ways t o 
advocat e f or non-Ti t le I schools.    



A group of students nearly jumped 
out of their seats with excitement 
after hearing about TamarÕs re-
cent completion of a triathlon.  The 
students, participants in Birmingham 
High SchoolÕs SOSMentor ShapeUp 

program, exhibited that reaction 
during their programÕs culmination 
dinner at the high school cafete-
ria.  The SOSMentor non-profit 
recently applied and qualified for a grant from Kaiser to implement a health pro-
gram at Canoga and Birmingham high schools in TamarÕs District.  Students par-
ticipated in a 12-week after-school program to increase knowledge of nutrition 
and physical fitness, as well as mentoring elementary students about healthy liv-
ing concepts.  Tamar congratulated participants with certificates for completing 
the program and their recent first-place finish in the Santa Monica Classic 5K.  A 

special thanks to Carole Donahue, and congratu-
lations to the mentors and students!!

On Saturday, May 9th, Beck-
ford Avenue PTA, along with 
the Northridge West Neighbor-
hood Council, held an elec-
tronic waste disposal and docu-
ment shredding event.  Over 23 
pallets (two full truck loads) of 
unwanted electronics were col-
lected, and almost an entire 
truckload of documents were properly shredded.  Eco- friendly compact fluores-
cent light bulbs and baked goods were sold as well.  The Beckford PTA wanted to 
demonstrate to children and the larger community their commitment to saving our 
planet, and raise money for the school's outdated computer lab.  Due to its success, 

the PTA and NWNC are already talking about the possibility of putting on a similar community event during the next 
school year.  (Pictures & Story Courtesy of Robert Cohn, PTA President, Beckford Ave. Elementary) 

Bike/Walk to School Day 
Last Friday marked Bike/Walk to School 
Day throughout Southern California.  In-
spired by the resolution Tamar authored 
for LAUSD, Santa Monica School District 

and Lawndale School District passed similar resolutions 
and celebrated their own Bike/Walk to School Day on 
May 15.th  

Beckford Holds E-waste Drive 

L-R:  Jennifer Klausner, Executive Director Los Angeles County Bi-
cycle Coalition, Rita Robinson, LADOT, Councilmembers Reyes, 
Huizar, and LaBonge, Bart Simposon , and Art Leahy, Metro CEO.   

Participating in the bake sale:  Jessica 
Wilheim, 4th grade, Elana Cohn, 2nd 
grade, & Amanda Wilheim, 4th grade.   

Tamar with Robert & Carole Dona-
hue, SOSMentor program creators. 

Shaping Up at Birmingham High 



 

We welcome your feedback and story ideas!   
Email:  Denise.Campos@lausd.net  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(213) 241-6386 
(818) 654-3785 

 

Tom Waldman, Chief of Staff 
Thomas.Waldman@lausd.net 
 

Denise Campos 
Director of Community Affairs 
Denise.Campos@lausd.net 
 

Pamela Burga, Director of Policy 
Pamela.Burga@lausd.net 
 

Tana Ball, District Director 
Tana.Ball@lausd.net  
 

Ani Okkasian, Field Deputy 
Ani.Okkasian@lausd.net 
 

Yolanda Pujol, Administrative Assistant 
Yolanda.Pujol@lausd.net  
 

DID YOU  
KNOW? 
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The!LAUSD’s!Foster!and!Probation!Youth!
Programs!unit!hosted!a!Job!&!College!Fair!
for!foster!and!probation!youth!last!week"
end!at!Santee!Education!Complex!for!14"
22!year!olds!attending!LAUSD!schools.!!

*There!are!513,000!children!in!the!US!!
living!in!foster!care.!

*The!unit!staff!serve!as!liaisons!for!the!8,341!!
identified!foster!youth!in!LAUSD.!!!

Actress Erika Eleniak attended Fulton Jun-
ior High (now Fulton College Prep) and 
graduated from Van Nuys High School.  
She’s had many small 
roles, such as Scott 
Baio’s girlfriend in 
Charles in Charge and in 
E.T. the movie.  Her 

breakout role was as Shauni McClain on Bay-
watch for two seasons, until Pamela Anderson 
joined the cast.  More recently, she has been on 
some reality TV shows, The Real GilliganÕs Is-
land and Celebrity Fit Club.   
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Tamar and her husband, Brendan Huff-
man, recently attended the Para Los Ni-
–os fundraiser.  The event raises funds 
for the non-profitÕs early education and 
charter school programs. 
 

Top:  Brendan, 
Tamar, and San 
Fernando City 
Mayor Steven 
Veres. 
 

Bottom: Galatzan 
Gazette reader 
Samuel Robles, 
Program Man-
ager at NALEO. 

UTLA  President 
AJ Duffy  
Honored 

Tamar recently presented a 
framed letter to AJ Duffy, 
head of United Teachers 
Los Angeles, in honor of 
his having received the 
2009 M iguel Contreras 
Award from the Los Ange-
les County Democratic 
Party.  


