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Tamar Proudly Represents the Communities of Canoga Park, Chatsworth, Encino, Granada Hills, Lake Balboa, North Hills, North Hol lywood, Northridge,
Porter Ranch, Reseda, Sherman Oaks, Studio City, Tarzana, Toluca Lake, Valley Glen, Valley Village, Van Nuys, West Hills, Winne tka, & Woodland Hills.

I"#$ 168" (S *&+ 1.$-$& !
Mother & Father Know Best!

I only wish the cynics, naysayers, and unrepentant pes-

simists regarding LAUSD could have been with me at
the end of last week. On Friday, they would have seen
several hundred parents at Balboa ParkN representing [=
lat least a dozen schoolsN united in their desire to have a greater impact |

yrally was nothing less than a determined effort by these parents‘
1to properly insert themselves into discussions about the future of LAUSD = & A [
Ischools They are tired of being shunted to the side while unions, the Dis-| emonade Initiative rally organizers Susan
trlct and the Board decide what's right for their kids. The next morning, [ Kovinsky and Elisa Taub with Tamar.

|some 60 parents and principals gathered in a warm school auditorium on
a beautiful Saturday to ponder the troubling conditions of non-Title | schools and offer ideas for improve-|
'ment. Participants exited the four-hour meeting with the sense that they have a story to tell, a message to!
:convey, and most importantly, a growing audience who recognizes the unique needs of the schools their chil-'
ydren attend. Thereis no better way for thisschool district to demonstrate itscommitment to the kids than by,
I creating a space where parents can play a pivotal role in the educational process. | certainly expect a strong|
:effort will be made by these parents, among others, seeking to change this District for the better. -Tamar
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At a few minutes after 10 a.m.
this past Friday, the concluding
notes of "Revolution" by the
"l Beatles signaled the beginning
of the Lemonade Initiative Rally
at Balboa Park. Dozens of moms
il and a sizeable number of dads,
many carrying signs such as
"LAUSD Shame on You, Use the
Stimulus Money Now,"
1"Don't Raise Class Size" and the
blunt "Bumping Rights Suck" gathered near
the soccer fields to hear Tamar, Sandra Tsing
Loh, and other speakers urge the District to f.
allow a greater role for parentsjm

in charting the future of LAUSD schools. As
one of the organizersstated: "The parents of §
LAUSD will no longer sit still while our school #
system disintegrates." After the speeches
had finished, many of the attendees
" marched north on Balboa Boulevard to the
Local District One office, where they had an
impromptu discussion with LD 1 Superintendent Jean Brown. The mood of the partici-
pants was determined and optimistic. They have not given up on LAUSD, and they will
continue to fight to ensure that LAUSD does not give up on them. More info at www.lemonadeinitiative.com




Saturday® Over 60 parents, teachers, and princi-
Conference pals gathered at Balboa Magnet Ele-
was the first |[mentary School last Saturday morning
step for non- |[to participate in Tamar@® first ever Non-
Title | Schools |Title | School Conference. Fortified by
to get their coffee, slices of the famous District cof-
message fee cake, and a sense of pur-

heard. pose, attendees participated in lively Y

discussions about the legislative history E - ;

4 : Mof Title One; the best method '
'for raising money to make up for funding short-
_ falls; and how to gain wider recognition for the
g plight of these schools. Following a short video
summarizing the inception of Title | funding,
~ LAUSD Legislative Advocate Peggy Barber pro-
vided greater detail about federal, state, and
Hﬂ.ﬂdistrict funding policies. In the following pres-
entation, Sharon Levy from Balboa and Mark
Johnston from Carpenter Elementary School dis-
cussed their successful strategies in fundraising
and managing staff positions funded through
PTA donations. The morning culminated in a

presentation on communication
strategies by

Top: Eric Colon

& Jennifer R . Tamar® Chief of
Miranda at- ———- L Tom
tended on be- d , h

half of Wood- Waldman, who

talked about
how non-Title |

lake ES parents.

Right: schools can
Carpenter ES shape their mes-
Parents, (L-R), sage to capture
Ruth Good- ;

the attention of
man, Jon .
Scheide, and the media and

elected officials.

Cindy Abrams.

Tamar and parents discuss ways to
advocate for non-Title I schools.

Mark Johnston
(Carpenter ES),
Sharon Levy
(Balboa Magnet
ES), & Steve
Thoma (Woodlake
ES), discussed suc-
cessful strategies
in fundraising and
managing staff
positions funded
through PTA do-
nations.

VICA Education Committee Supports Canter/Galatzan Resol

After hearing from Tamar, the VICA Education Committee voted unanimously
last week to support the Canter/Galatzan resolution calling on Sacramento to
institute radical changes in the system for getting rid of unfit teachers. Dur-
ing her remarks, Tamar described the "long, tortured process" that the District
must currently follow to permanently remove teachers who are either incom-
petent or accused of various offenses, including sexual misconduct. Though
committee membersindicated they had read all or part of the recent Los An-
geles Times series on this issue, they nevertheless expressed incredulity that
these teachers continue to be paid their full salaries while awaiting a final de-
cision on their statusN which can take five or more years. Tamar noted that
the process is damaging to the morale of other teachers on campus, who are
just as determined as parents and administrators to see justice
served. Though Tamar's appearance before the committee was billed as an
information session, she did point out that "no one from the business com-
munity has weighed in on thisissue." A few minuteslater, the committee cast
itsvote. The resolution isscheduled to be voted on by the full board May 26.

Tamar discusses her teacher quality
resolution at this month® meeting
of the VICA Education Committee.
Seated to her right is Michael
Olenick, Co-Chair of the Committee.




A group of students nearly jump s
out of their seats with exciteme}
after hearing about TamarOs [
|| cent completion of a triathlon. TL&
students, participants in Birmingha
High SchoolOs SOSMentor Shap
program, exhibited that reacti
during their programOs culminat
)| dinner at the high school cafe
lria. The SOSMentor non-pro
recently applied and qualified for a greirttm Kaiser to |mplement a health p
gram at Canoga and Birmingham high sckanlTamarOs District. Students

ticipated in a 12-week afteschool program to increa knowledge of nutritio
and physical fitness, as well as mentgrelementary students about healthy
ing concepts. Tamar congratulated participants with certificates for comy
the program and their recent first-placedmin the Santa Monica Classic 5K.
Tamar with Robert & Carole Dona- SPecial thanks to Carole Donahue, and cong
hue, SOSMentor program creators. lations to the mentors and students!

On Saturday, May "9 Beck-==%
ford Avenue PTA, along wit
the Northridge West Neighbdgses =
hood Council, held an ele=
tronic waste disposal and dod "~
ment shredding event. Over i
pallets (two full truck loads) ¢i& =
unwanted electronics were ¢
_ lected, and almost an entiL . : .
Participating in the bake sale: JessicHuckload of documents were properlyretided. Eco- frlendly compact fluorg
Wilheim, 4th grade, Elana Cohn, 2ndcent light bulbs and baked goods were saldvell. The Beckford PTA wanted
grade, & Amanda Wilheim, 4th gradedemonstrate to children and the largemoaunity their commitment to saving g
planet, and raise money for the school's dettlaomputer lab. Due to its succe
the PTA and NWNC are already talking about the possilofifgutting on a similar community event during the 1
school year. (Pictures & Story Ceesy of Robert Cohn, PTA Presiat, Beckford Ave. Elementary)

Bike/Walk to School Day

Last Friday marked Bike/Walk to School §
) Day throughout Southern California. In-
° C) spired by the resolution Tamar authored
for LAUSD, Santa Monica School District

and Lawndale School District passed similar resolutions
and celebrated their own Bike/Walk to School Day on [
May 15."
L-R: Jennifer Klausner, Executive Director Los Angeles County Bi-

cycle Coalition, Rita Robinson, LADOT, Councilmembers Reyes,
Huizar, and LaBonge, Bart Simposon , and Art Leahy, Metro CEO.




Tamar and her husband, Brendan Huff-
man, recently attended the Para Los Ni-
—os fundraiser. The event raises funds

UTLA President
AJ Duffy
Honored

Tamar recently presented a
framed letter to AJ Duffy,
head of United Teachers
Los Angeles, in honor of
his having received the
2009 Miguel Contreras
Award from the Los Ange-
les County Democratic
Party.

for the non-profitOs early education and
charter school programs.
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Top: Brendan,
Tamar, and San
Fernando City
Mayor Steven
Veres.

A\

Bottom: Galatzan
Gazette reader
Samuel Robles,
Program Man-
ager at NALEO.
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ThelLAUSD’s!Foster!land!Probation!Youth!
Programs!unitlhosted!alJob!&!College!Fair!
forlfosterland!probationlyouthllastiweek"
\\\/f endlat!SanteelEducation!lComplex!forl4"
22lyearloldslattending!LAUSD!schools.!!
*Therelare!513,000!childrenlin!the!US!
livinglin!fosterlcare.!
*Thelunit!stafflservelaslliaisons!forlthe!8,341!!
identified!fosterlyouth!in!LAUSD.!!!

She’s had many small
froles, such as

= 4Baio’s girlfriend in

E.T. the movie. Her §
breakout role was as Shauni McClain on Bay-
watch for two seasons, until Pamela Anderson

land and Celebrity Fit Club.

DID YOU
KNOW?

Actress Erika Eleniak attended Fulton Jun-
ior High (now Fulton College Prep) and
graduated from Van Nuys High School.
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(213) 241-6386
(818) 654-3785

Tom Waldman, Chief of Staff
Thomas.Waldman®lausd.net

Denise Campos
Director of Community Affairs
Denise.Campos®lausd.net

Pamela Burga, Director of Policy
Pamela.Burga@lausd.net

Tana Ball, District Director
Tana.Ball@lausd.net

Ani Okkasian, Field Deputy
Ani.Okkasian@lausd.net

I'We welcome your feedback and story ideas!
lEmail: Denise.Campos@/ausd.net

Yolanda Pujol, Administrative Assistant
Yolanda.Pujol@lausd.net




